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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To store a whole camera 
into the card slot of a personal computer and the tike by 
providing a front board which is provided with a 
photographing lens, which is fitted so that it can be 
folded into a main body and which protrudes from the 
main body at the time of photographing and becomes a 
photographing possible state. 

SOLUTION: The front board 8 protrudes by the operation 
of a spring 10 in a previous state where it is inserted into 
the card slot, and a stopper piece 80 is abutted on the 
edge of an opening in a case 2. At the protruding 
position of the front board 8, a distance that an image is 
formed on CCD 22 is secured and the photographing 
lens 20 is in the photographing possible state. When it is 
inserted into the card slot 52 of the external information 
processor 50 of the personal computer and the like, the 
front board 8 is abutted on the opening edge 52A of the 
card slot 52, it is folded agasint the energizing force of 
the spring 1 0 and is stored in the case 2. Thus, the front 
board 8 is folded only when it is inserted into the card 
slot and the connector 42 is connected with the 
connector 54 of the card slot 52. It is completely stored in 
the card slot 52 and it does not become inconvenient at 
the time of carrying it. 




COPYRIGHT: (C)1998,JPO 
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Abstract 

[Problem to be solved] To provide a card type electronic still camera having the 
convenience of portability that can be stored in a card slot of an external information 
processor such as a PC. 

[Solution] A front plate 8 including a photographic lens 20 is foldably 

attached to a card-shaped case (main body) 2. Before the case 2 is inserted into a card 
slot 52 in a PC or the like, the front plate projects from the case 2, and is ready to take a 
photograph. When the case 2 is inserted into the card slot 52, the front plate is folded 
and stored in the case 2, and the card type electronic still camera is inserted in the card 
slot 52. 

Claim 

[Claim 1] A card type electronic still camera comprising: 

a card-shaped main body that is so shaped as to be insertable into a 
card slot in an external information processor such as a PC including a slot-side 
connector, said card-shaped main body being provided w^ith a case-side connector 
connectible with the slot-side connector; 

an electronic circuit board that is built in said main body, and provided 
with an image pickup device, an image processing circuit, an image memory, and the 
like; and 

a front plate that is provided with a photographic lens, foldably 
attached to said main body, projects, when a photograph is to be taken, from said main 
body to get ready to take the photograph, and when said main body is inserted into the 
card slot in the external information processor, is folded and stored in the main body, so 
that said main body is stored in the card slot. 
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